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Everything about Frank
Frazetta's art is bigger than life.
Born in Brooklyn, NY, in 1928,
at eight years old he enrolled in
the Brooklyn Academy of Fine
Arts. His talent was so
prodigious that he had his first
professional comic story, "The
Snowman" in Tally-Ho Comics,
published in 1944 at the tender
age of 16. During the 1940's,
his primary outlet was
Standard (or Nedor)
Publishing Co. for "
which he did hundreds
of small illustrations
that were used to
illustrate text stories.
Titles include
Barnyard, Coo Coo,
Goofy and Happy. He
did a few stories for
these titles, plus
occasional forays into
"serious" genres like
crime, westerns, and
Sci-Fi. And even then, he was
learning how to paint, as the
fairy from 1949 attests.

In the early 1950's, Frazetta
burst upon the mainstream
comic scene with an incredible
explosion of talent and energy.
He did series for DC ("The
Shining Knight" in Adventure
Comics), ME ("White Indian"
in Durango Kid ), Toby ("John
Wayne" in John Wayne
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Comics, with Al Williamson);
covers for Eastern (Heroic
Comics), Famous Funnies, ME,
and stories for, DC, Standard,
and others. he was doing his
own newspaper strip, "Johnny
Comet".

In 1953, this amazing
powerhouse of energy was
harnessed by a combination of
laziness, money and his
love of goofing off and
playing baseball. He
went to work for Al
Capp assisting him on
"Li'l Abner" - a position
he held for eight or nine
years. His comic book
work tailed off to
nothing by 1955 and he
seemed to simply
disappear from the world
of art and comics,
smothered under the
Capp house style.

The Capp experience took a
couple of years to recover from.
When he quit he thought he'd
just storm back into comics, but
the market had drastically
changed by the early '60s. His
first jobs were for men's
magazines (like Gent and
Dude) and for a couple of sexy
paperbacks referred to as "The
Midwood Doubles". For these,
Frazetta did interior drawings
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which have since been reprinted as
The Sensuous Frazetta, The
Frazetta You Didn't Know About,
and elsewhere.

He never really did get back to
comics, though. Rot Krenkel, one
of the Fleagles from the EC days,
convinced him to try his hand at
painting paperback covers and
helped him out on his first few jobs
"Tarzan" covers for Ace Books. In
1964 Jim Warren recruited him to
do a comic story for the first issue of
his new magazine, Creepy. It was to
be the last pen & ink comic strip
Frank was to do. At about the same
time an issue of Mad Magazine
appeared with a Frazetta back cover
painting of Ringo Starr as a model
for Blecch Shampoo and the
direction of his career was forever
altered. Frank Frazetta wasn't a
comic book or comic strip artist,
Frank Frazetta was a painter.

The 1965 to 1973 period was as
explosive for Frazetta the painter as
the early '50s were for Frazetta the
comic book artist. Most of the
seminal images we're so familiar
with were done at this time: the
Warren Creepy, Eerie and
Vampirella covers, the Conan
paperback covers, dozens of other
covers for magazines
and paperbacks, the
movie posters,
Science Fiction
Book Club ERB
Martian series and
other hardback dust

jackets, and a slew of
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fanzine appearances that served to
keep his reputation as a pen & ink
master alive through the years.

During this period Frank also
became the primary influence on the
world of science fiction art. Artists
like Jeff Jones, Berni Wrightson,
Michael Whelan, Don Maitz, Boris
Vallejo and many others were
inclined, inspired or instructed to
paint in this exciting, new, dynamic
"Frazetta" style.

The late Seventies and the Eighties
saw a series of limited edition
portfolios (Kubla Khan, Women of the
Ages, Lord of the Rings), a film (Fire
& Ice), a five volume series of books
devoted to his work, occasional
paperback covers, limited edition
prints (selling for thousands) taken
from the covers of The Writers of the
Future paperback series from Bridge
Publications, a series of paperbacks
featuring his Death Dealer (written
with Jim Silke), and little else.

Much of this time he was fighting
an undiagnosed thyroid condition that
robbed him of much of his vitality and
inspiration. Now recovering, but
physically weakened from the trauma,
Frank is once again creating exciting
and stunning images that will surely
serve to inspire another generation of
artists. And once again, he's doing
it in comics.

The frazetta Museum

The Frazetta art museum has now
opened. Almost two years after the
initial ground breaking this beautiful
gallery will be the new home for
many of Franks famous oil paintings,
pen and inks, and watercolors. There
are some new additions to the
museum that few people have had the
privilege of seeing up close.

There is over 2000 square feet of
viewing area with an adjacent room,
the gallery store for purchasing
limited editions, books, posters and
possible some original art. No matter
how far you are traveling from, your
visit to the gallery will surely be a
memorable one. To see the vibrant
colors of Franks art up close is just
one of the many reasons why his art is
loved by fans throughout the world.
The museum interior has been laid
out perfectly by Franks wife Ellie. She
has worked diligently and spent
countless hours arranging the art all
through the museum. It looks so
simple when the work is finally
completed , but Ellie has spent weeks
setting the interior design up so it will
one for you to admire.

The Museum hours will be
Saturdays from 11lam-4pm est from
spring till fall. If anyone has any
questions pertaining to museum hours

call 570-424-5833.



